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The presence of a distinct gap between the groups (only onc specimen
being recorded between 36-45 mm.) represents the growth made by the next
preceding generation during the winter months before the appearance of the
generation seen in A, a time when no lizards are born.

Similar observations were made by Simpson aud Roe (1939), who examined
data compiled by Blanchard and Blanchard (1931) upon the salamander Hemi-
dactylium scutatum, and by the writer (1938) upon the frog Rana esculenta.
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The rapid initial rate of growth by A. aedelaidensis, the increase in size
during the first year, and the presence of only a single peak in B would suggest
that the lifc span in the natural environment does not exceed two or three
years, although it was previously helieved that this species lived for much longer.

(b) Food items recocered

No apparent diflerence in the food items recovered [rom juvenile and
adult lizards was recorded, and so the entire prey have been treated as a whole
in the histogram (Fig. 2).

The Colcoptera consisted of single specimens of the Families Staphylinidac
and Tenehrionidae, whilst the Ilemiptera was represented by four specimens
of the family Pentatomidae and one other unidentified specimen.

Three of the Lepidoptera were adult moths, the remainder being larvae
varying in size from a specimen measuring 14 mm, in length to first or second
instars of approximately 1 mm. length.
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The Orthoptera were all small grasshoppers (family Acrididae).

With the exception of one small parasite (family Ichneumonidac) the
H(}lfmenoptera recovered consisted of various species of ants (family Formi-
cidae).

The remainder consisted of one fly (Diptera, family undet.) and five
spiders (Arachnida, family Araneae).
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Fig. 2, Number of prey.

DISCUSSION

(a) Taxonomic problems arising from the original description
The specimens upon which this paper is based are typical of the form
regarded as Amphibolurus adelaidensis by Boulenger, 1887, and Waite, 1929.
The original description by Gray (1841) of specimens collected by Gould
in the locality of the Swan River is very scant by modern standards, and is
based mainly on colour pattern which, as described below, is variable. He
named the specimens Grammatophora muricata var. adelaidensis.












